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CPEX receives AARP Community Challenge grant award for pedestrian safety 
improvements 

 Improvements to address resident concerns in Longfellow Park area 

BATON ROUGE (July 19, 2018) – The Center for Planning Excellence (CPEX) is one of 
129 organizations nationwide selected for funding through AARP’s Community 
Challenge grant program.  

In partnership with Mayor Sharon Weston-Broome’s office, BREC, and the Baton Rouge 
Dept. of Transportation and Drainage, CPEX’s project will address pedestrian safety by 
improving lighting around Longfellow Park and adding crosswalks to connect the Park 
with the nearby Charles R. Kelly Community Center, a post office, and social services.  

“CPEX values our longstanding partnership with AARP, working towards our mutual 
goals of community livability and multimodal transportation choices that offer safe, 
equitable access to community assets for all users,” says Camille Manning-Broome, 
CPEX President & CEO. “We are grateful for the opportunity this funding provides to 
address resident concerns and improve pedestrian safety in an underserved area of our 
city-parish.”  Over the years, CPEX and AARP have worked together to form the Baton 
Rouge Sustainable Transportation Action Committee (STAC), advocate for quality 
transit service, support adoption of the City-Parish’s Complete Streets policy, and 
advance Complete Streets implementation efforts in areas of greatest need.   
 
The Challenge Grant project builds on the most recent collaboration between CPEX and 
AARP Louisiana, focused on the Longfellow Park area.  Supported by funding from the 
Louisiana Department of Health’s Well Ahead program and Louisiana Cancer 
Prevention Services, CPEX worked with AARP, the Charles R. Kelly Community Center, 
and Councilwoman Erika Green’s office to engage residents in conversations about 
needs and preferences for Complete Streets infrastructure. The team also piloted a 
walking club to encourage active living and raise awareness of the connection between 
health and the built environment in the Longfellow Park area.  
 
Longfellow Park is located in 70805, an area whose residents struggle with some of East 
Baton Rouge Parish’s highest rates of economic and health disparities, including high 
rates of obesity, diabetes, and heart disease. Residents of the historically underserved 
area are also among the most likely in Baton Rouge to lack access to personal vehicles.  
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The Community Challenge funds “’quick action’ projects across the country, helping 
communities make immediate improvements and jumpstart long-term progress to 
support residents of all ages,” according to AARP.  

 

For AARP National’s press release, click here: https://press.aarp.org/2018-7-18-AARP-
Community-Challenge-Announces-129-Grantees 

 

### 

Center for Planning Excellence (CPEX) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit planning organization 
that brings people, culture, and planning together to make great communities happen. 
CPEX coordinates urban, rural and regional planning efforts in Louisiana, working with 
stakeholders to create great neighborhoods and quality places; transportation choices; 
resilient communities; and meaningful opportunities for civic engagement and 
education. More information is available at cpex.org. 
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