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CPEX’s business model builds organizational sustainability by 

cultivating diverse revenue streams and leveraging funding.

Edward D. Anthony III, PMP 
Planner & Project Manager

Ryan Benton, PLA 
Project Manager

Haley Blakeman, AICP, PLA 
Vice President

Jennifer David, AICP 
Director of Development

Jeannette Dubinin 
Director of Resilience & Adaptation

Heather Finke 
Outreach Coordinator

Joni Hammons 
Project Manager

Kendall Keating, MBA 
Business Associate & Executive Assistant

Jessica Kemp, PhD 
Vice President

Justin Kozak, PhD, CFM 
Project Manager

Justin Lemoine, PLA 
Director of Implementation

Camille Manning-Broome 
President & CEO

Lauren Marschall, AICP 
Director of Operations

Janet Tharp 
Director of Planning
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Cordell Haymon, Chair 
Petroleum Service Corporation (retired)

Preston J. Castille Jr., Vice Chair 
Partner, Taylor Porter

Robert Schneckenburger, Treasurer 
Senior Regional President - Western Region, 

Hancock Whitney Bank

Kelsey Kornick Funes, Secretary 
Partner, Phelps Dunbar LLP

George Bell 
President/CEO, Capital Area United Way

Jim Brandt 
Owner, Brandt + Associates

Steve Cochran 
Director, Restore the Mississippi River Delta. VP, Coastal 

Resilience, Environmental Defense Fund

Helena Cunningham 
Founder/CEO, National Housing Consultant Services

Donna D. Fraiche 
Senior Counsel, Baker Donelson Bearman, 

Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC

Camille Manning-Broome 
President & CEO, Center for Planning Excellence

Dr. Kenya LeNoir Messer 
President & CEO, Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges 

and Universities

Dr. Somesh Nigam 
SVP and Chief Analytics & Data Officer, Blue Cross Blue Shield 

of Louisiana

Paul Rainwater 
Senior Consultant, Cornerstone Governmental Affairs

Randy Roussel 
Partner, Phelps Dunbar LLP

Ashley Shelton 
President/CEO, Power Coalition

John Spain 
Executive Vice President, Baton Rouge Area Foundation

James E. A. Slaton 
Member, Stone Pigman Walther Wittmann L.L.C.

Deborah Sternberg 
Chair, Young Entrepreneurs Academy Baton Rouge

Dr. Robert Twilley 
Executive Director, Louisiana Sea Grant

BOARD MEMBERSSTAFF MEMBERSFOUNDATION LEVEL ONE 

$250+
Anonymous

Ascension Economic Development Corporation

W. George Bayhi, Attorney at Law

Warren and Brenda Birkett

Nancy B. Bogan

Marvin and Susan Borgmeyer

Jim and Janie Brandt

John and Beth Brantley

Stephen C. Braud/Ballay, Braud & Colon

Renee Chatelain and Kevin Lyle

Charles and Peggy Coates

Coleman Partners Architects, LLC

Kevin and Helena Cunningham

Rob and Darlene Daigrepont

Mr. and Mrs. N. Peter Davis

Patricia A. Day and Joseph G. Simmons

Eric Dexter

Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance (GNOHA)

Alice and Bob Greer

Rhaoul Guillaume, Jr.

Hannis T. Bourgeois, LLP

Ronald Harrell, Kentwood Area Economic Development Committee

Fran and Leroy Harvey

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Heymsfield

Hoffpauir Studio, LLC

Michael Hogstrom

Mary Terrell Joseph

Martha and Joe Juban

Mark Kantrow/Matthew Rachleff 

Jessica Rury Keasler

LA 1 Coalition

Lafayette Economic Development Authority

Laurence and Ashley Lambert

Susan P. and F. Barrow Leake

Robert and Judith Levy

Camille Manning-Broome and Devin Broome

Frank and Kathy McArthur

Stephen and Heather Moret

Malcolm Mounger, Graphic Designer

Neil Erwin Law, LLC

Roger Ogden

Michael Olinde / Olinde Financial Group

Nial Patel

Janice and Gerald Pellar

Linda and Mark Posner

Ragan and Virginia Richard

Jan Shoemaker and Dennis Jones

STUN Design

Janet Tharp and Clifton Coffey

FOUNDATION LEVEL TWO 

$500+
BREC Foundation

Steve Carville, Milton J. Womack, Inc.

City of Gonzales

J. Daniels, Partners Southeast

Brian and Barbara Haymon

Josef Sternberg Memorial Fund

Kevin and Debbie Knobloch

Lard Oil Company

Latter & Blum Property Management Inc.

Conville and Polly Lemoine

Looney Ricks Kiss / LRK

Daniel McGlynn

Mr. John B. Noland Jr.

Pat O'Neil-Moergeli

Provident Resources Group

ReForm Shreveport

Charles E. Schwing

Mike Wampold

FOUNDATION LEVEL THREE 

$1,000+
Alden and Margaret Laborde Foundation

Roger Alden and Marcia G. Moser

Alma Lee, Norman and Cary Saurage Fund

Terrell and Mary Kay Brown

Douglass Stewart Coleman

Dr. Christopher and Kelsey Funes

Kidder & Schultz CPAs

Moyse Family Foundation

Phelps Dunbar LLP

River View Development LLC

Beth and James Ruiz

Success Labs

Anne and Andy Thomas

WHLC Architecture

LEADERSHIP LEVEL TWO 

$5,000+
Laurie Aronson

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana

Charles W. Lamar III, 
Charles Lamar Family Foundation

Petroleum Service Corporation

John G. Turner and Jerry G. Fischer

AARP Louisiana

Business First Bank

Capital Area Finance Authority

Beverly Coates

Cathy Coates and Brian Hales

Hancock Whitney

Virginia and John Noland

Stone Pigman Walther Wittmann LLC

Stonehenge Capital

Joanna Wurtele

LEADERSHIP LEVEL ONE 

$2,500+

COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIP 

LEVEL TWO 

$2,500+
Lafayette Consolidated Government

The John A. Thomas and Elizabeth "Boo" Thomas 
Family Fund

VISION LEVEL ONE 

$10,000+

Cordell and Ava Haymon

VISION LEVEL TWO 

$25,000+

Members who support CPEX are the champions who 

share our vision for a resilient Louisiana — they help 

advocate for the smart planning our communities need 

to be ready for the challenges our future holds.

FUNDERS
Foundation for Louisiana

Greater New Orleans Foundation

Huey and Angelina Wilson Foundation

Irene W. and C.B. Pennington Foundation

Louisiana Healthy Communities Coalition

Louisiana REALTORS®

McKnight Foundation

National Association of REALTORS®

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

The Kresge Foundation

University Corporation for Atmospheric Research

Walton Family Foundation
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Hurricanes Katrina and Rita made clear that 

planning needs were urgent in all of south 

Louisiana. CPEX formed to fill this gap, helping 

more than 40 Louisiana communities develop 

a shared vision for their future and plans 

for sustainable growth that have resulted in 

transformative changes in neighborhoods, towns, 

cities, and parishes throughout the state.
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CPEX founder Elizabeth "Boo" Thomas was hired 

by BRAF to lead a multi-sector collaboration that 

created the vision and strategies that became 

Plan Baton Rouge – which resulted in the 

revitalization of downtown, the creation of CPEX, 

and a next wave of transformative planning efforts 

to address needs throughout the city.
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Our climate is changing. The impacts are affecting 

not only the coast, but the entire state. From 

comprehensive plans to adaptation strategies for 

coastal communities, CPEX offers evidence-based 

strategies to create resilient, vibrant places we call 

home and participates in global conversations 

about planning for a changing environment.
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CPEX’s partnership with the Louisiana Recovery Authority produced Louisiana 

Speaks, a regional plan reflecting resident preferences for storm protection, 

coastal restoration, transportation, economic development, and housing.

CPEX partnered with CPRA to launch the Coastal Louisiana Land 

Use Toolkit, providing strategies and model standards for sustainable 

development and flood risk reduction in vulnerable coastal areas.

CPEX supported the development of plans 

in the Town of Jena and West Feliciana, 

St. Charles, Vernon, and Lafayette Parishes.

CPEX co-authored the LA SAFE adaptation strategies – 

community-driven resilience plans for managing land 

loss, growing flood risk and population shifts.

CPEX began a partnership with the LSU 

AgCenter to provide healthy community 

design for high-need rural parishes.

CPEX worked with Lafayette to 

apply resilience principles to 

University Corridor re-design.

The State Agency Resilience Building Workshop convened 

the Governor’s cabinet for two days to strengthen Louisiana’s 

ability to govern collaboratively on coastal crisis challenges.

After the 2016 floods, CPEX conducted Resilience 

Workshops in Lafayette and Baton Rouge to help local 

officials conceptualize resilient infrastructure development.

CPEX published View from the Coast to highlight needs and priorities 

of coastal communities and provide policy recommendations for 

state and federal hazard mitigation and resilience programs.

CPEX worked with the Governor’s 

office to prioritize resilience and climate 

change adaptation after the 2016 floods.

CPEX created the state’s first 

resiliency plans in the Town of 

Jean Lafitte and Lafourche Parish.

CPEX’s Rising Above Symposium convened three at-risk 

communities – Chauvin, Thibodaux, and Buras – to call for 

stronger collaborative governance on climate change adaptation.

CPEX completed the Gonzales 

Comprehensive Plan and rail station 

concept for the City of Gonzales.
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CPEX and LED released the Louisiana Land Use Toolkit, providing model 

standards for planning sustainable communities, as well as hands-on 

tutorials with LA Realtors throughout the state on how to use it.

2009

2007 2012 2015 2017 20182016

CPEX and AARP Louisiana formed the Sustainable Transportation 

Action Committee (STAC) to advocate for safer streets for 

bicyclists and pedestrians and improved transit (Complete Streets).

2012

Plan Baton Rouge 

became CPEX.

2006

The Complete Streets Policy 

was unanimously adopted by 

Baton Rouge Metro Council.

2014

2007 
- 

2010
2011 2015

2017 
- 

Present

CPEX, Gonzales, and the USDA helped the 

Silverleaf Neighborhood complete a buy-out 

to escape flooding and move to higher ground.

2017 
- 

2019
20182016

2009

CPEX and the DDD 

unveiled Plan Baton 

Rouge Phase II.

2013

CPEX led Better Block Government Street, showcasing 

community vision and spurring a $13M investment to 

transform Government St. into a destination corridor.

2015 
- 

2016

CPEX led the Perkins Overpass Better Block 

and MidCity Street Smart Neighborhood 

Connectivity demonstration projects.

2018

Downtown is now home to 644 

businesses, 29,208 jobs, 9,298 

residents, and 1,000 annual events.

The Government St. redesign 

project begins construction, 

48 new businesses open.

MAR

LOUISIANA COMMUNITIES

CPEX completed 

Madisonville’s Vision to enhance 

the downtown and preserve its 

small-town character.

On- 
Going

BATON ROUGE

Construction is underway 

on the Government Street 

Road Diet, making the 

area safer for pedestrians 

and cyclists.

LOUISIANA COMMUNITIES

CPEX developed a neighborhood 

parking study for the Freetown-Port 

Rico neighborhood in Lafayette.

MAY

LOUISIANA COMMUNITIES

The 2019 Ascension Parish Master 

Land Use Plan was adopted. CPEX 

led the process and developed the 

plan, incorporating extensive 

public input.

CLIMATE CHANGE

CPEX published Rising Above: Climate Change 

Adaptation Manual for Communities in 

Louisiana to address the needs of residents, 

local governments, and state entities to adapt 

to future climate conditions and reduce risks.

NOV

LOUISIANA COMMUNITIES

CPEX began the Opelousas 

Downtown Development District 

Master Plan, providing tools and 

guidance to revitalize the city’s 

historic downtown.

CLIMATE CHANGE

CPEX developed resources and partnerships to 

launch the Adaptation Governance Initiative 

to address climate change and land loss 

impacts in Louisiana. In 2020, CPEX will work 

with state agencies to implement the initiative.

CLIMATE CHANGE

CPEX is supporting the Louisiana 

Watershed Initiative by facilitating 

state agency collaboration to 

redefine the state’s approach to 

floodplain management.

BATON ROUGE

To create EBRP Parish’s All-Hazards Recovery Plan, CPEX 

worked with the Mayor’s Office of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Preparedness. The plan identifies the long-

term impacts of adverse events, such as flooding, and calls 

for using national standards in local resilience practices.

JAN

CLIMATE CHANGE

CPEX launched the game Water You Gonna Do? — designed to help local 

leaders consider how land use and policy decisions affect flood risk in their 

communities and regions.

CPEX completed the Coastal Community Resilience Planning Guide, which 

provides free, online tools for communities to assess their vulnerabilities, 

develop strategies, and prioritize actions that will build long-term resilience.

LOUISIANA COMMUNITIES

CPEX created Revisiting Resilience in Jean Lafitte, an 

update to the 2013 Jean Lafitte Tomorrow plan. This 

update highlights the environmental and socioeconomic 

changes in the past seven years and recommends new 

resilience strategies to support the original plan’s vision.

AUG

LOUISIANA COMMUNITIES

CPEX worked with the LSU Ag Center to 

implement the first crosswalk in Greensburg 

and continues to help advance Healthy 

Community Coalition goals in Madison, 

Tensas, East Carroll, and Morehouse Parishes.

BATON ROUGE 

CPEX kicked off the Southern 

University Campus Master Plan and 

Scotlandville Small Area Plan for 

revitalizing this historic institution and 

the surrounding community.

SEPT

CPEX, AARP, and BREC enhanced 

Longfellow Park with crosswalks and lighting 

to improve safety and encourage use.

FROM VISION TO 
IMPLEMENTATION:
PLANNING FOR 

PEOPLE, PLACES 

AND PROGRESS


